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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO MCT-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 
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121539Z 018927/41 

P R 121500Z JAN 77 
FM AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5575 
INFO AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
AMCONSUL DURBAN 

UNCLAS CAPE TOWN 0033 

E.O.l 1652:N/A 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, SF 

SUB: POLICE ARREST 95 FOLLOWING SCHOOL ARSON 

REF: CAPE TOWN 0032 

1 . REACTING TO BURNINGS OF SCHOOLS IN LANGA AND N YANG A 
TOWNSHIPS NIGHT OF JANUARY 10 (REFTEL) RIOT POLICE CONDUCTED 
EARLY MORNING RAID IN LANGA ROD AY (JANUARY 12) IN WHICH 95 
PERSONS WERE TAKEN INTO CUSTODY. POLICE SAID SOME OF THOSE 
ARRESTED WERE BEING CHARGES WITH SETTING FIRE TO THE SCHOOLS 
WHILE OTHERS WERE ARRESTED FOR OTHER CRIMINAL OFFENSES. NO 
NAMES HAVE BEEN RELEASED TO DATE. 

2. PRIMARY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE, WHICH REPORTEDLY DECLINED 
YESTERDAY FOLLOWING THE ARSON ATTACKS. WAS SAID 

TO HAVE IMPROVED TODAY, BUT NO FIGURES WERE AVAILABLE. 

3 COMMENT: THERE CONTINUES TO BE REPORTS THAT GROWING 
NUMBERS OF SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS SHOW SIGNS OF WANTING 
TO END BOYCOTT BUT NO POSITIVE ACTION TAKEN TO DATE. QUESTION 
NOW BEING ASKED IS WHETHER POLICE RAIDS WILL HAVE SO 
WEAKENED INFLUENCE OF MILITANTS THAT BOYCOTT WILL COLLAPSE 
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OR WHETHER IT WILL HAVE OPPOSITE EFFECT OF STRENGTHENING 
STUDENT'S RESOLVE TO CONTINUE THEIR RESISTANCE. 
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